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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER. MR. DUNSTAN, OPENING ALMOND BLOSSOM FESTIVAL, 
WILLUNGA. 28.7.74 
Mr. Martin, Your Worship, Mr. Osmond, ladies and gentlemen % 
Thank you very much for asking me here today and inviting me 
officially to open this year's Almond Blossom Festival. 
I can't think of a better place to hold a festival than Willunga. 
It1 s beautiful, historic and unique. 
For more than a century it's been a town of charm and dignity -
a delight to live in and a joy to visit. 
And by something of a miracle it's still virtually unspoilt. 
Happily this is appreciated by local people who are determined to 
keep it that way and who've had invaluable support both from the 
National Trust and the State chapter of the Royal Australian 
Institute of Architects. 
The result of this combined conservation effort, and the splendour 
of the blossom, the hills and the vineyards makes for a festival 
setting that is unsurpassed anywhere in Australia. 
We're now getting very dramatic results from the tourist promotion 
programme we began a few years ago - last year every region in 
South Australia reported record figures. 
Indications are that this year will see a further period of 
growth. 
We are convinced that the most effective way to sell tourism 
here is on a package basis - South Australia as a total concept, 
identified region by region. 
As an example of what we're doing this is the new series of visit 
South Australia posters just produced by the Tourist Bureau. 
I'm really proud of what has been accomplished. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
They're a real "breakthrough and I believe set a new standard in 
Australia. 
What is especially pleasing is that it's a wholly South Australian 
effort. 
We've commissioned local artists and photographers - people such 
as Jan Dalmans Jacqueline Hick and David Dridan - to capture the 
essence of a particular region and activity. It's the first time 
we've given commissions in this way and the result is real works 
of art - posters that are beautiful and compelling. 
The Government has produced a total of 20,000 of them and they'll 
be used t o sell South Australia intsrstate and overseas• 
This is just one of the ways in which we are going out to grab 
the market - with results that speak for themselves in the upsurge 
in visitors to the various tourist regions. 
This area with its distinctive scenery, historic heritage, and 
special flavour makes up one such region - and an increasingly 
popular one, 
And events such as this festival and the new Wine Bushing Festival 
provide an ideal focus for promoting the whole Southern Vales 
area. We can build on them to really get our story across. 
There's no reason why this event, in terms of Australian tourist 
promotion, should not be as significant and popular as the Cherry 
Blossom Festival of Japan. 
Certainly I see this Festival as an essential part of our total 
marketing strategy in celling South Australian holidays. 
The State Government is anxious to give you all the help it can 
in further developing Festivals such as this. 
They are great money spinners for the areas which organise them 
and they provide local people with a lot of fun as well - and that' 
a combination I find irresistible. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
I have much pleasure in formally declaring the 1974 Almond 
Blossom Festival open. 
Thank You. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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Mr. Martin, Your Worship, Mr. Osmond, ladies and gentlemen ; 
Thank you very much for asking me here today and inviting me 
officially to open this year's Almond Blossom Festival. 
I can't think of a better place to hold a festival than Willunga. 
It' s beautiful, historic and unique. 
For more than a century it's been a town of charm and dignity -
a delight to live in and a joy to visit. 
And by something of a miracle it's still virtually unspoilt. 
Happily this is appreciated by local people who are determined to 
keep it that way and who've had invaluable support both from the 
National Trust and the State chapter of the Royal Australian 
Institute of Architects. 
The result of this combined conservation effort, and the splendour 
of the blossom, the hills and the vineyards makes for a festival 
setting that is unsurpassed anywhere in Australia. 
We're now getting very dramatic results from the tourist promotion 
programme we began a few years ago - last year every region in 
South Australia reported record figures. 
Indications are that this year will see a further period of 
growth. 
We are convinced that the most effective way to sell tourism 
here is on a package basis - South Australia as a total concept, 
identified region by region. 
As an example of what we're doing this is the new series of visit 
South Australia posters just produced by the Tourist Bureau. 
I'm really proud of what has been accomplished. 
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They're a real breakthrough and I believe set a new standard in 
Australia. 
What is especially pleasing is that it's a wholly South Australian 
effort. 
We've commissioned local artists and photographers - people such 
as Jan Dalman, Jacqueline Hick and David Dridan - to capture the 
essence of a particular region and activity. It's the first time 
we've given commissions in this way and the result is real works 
of art - posters that are beautiful and compelling. 
The Government has produced a total of 20,000 of them and they'll 
be used to sell South Australia interstate and overseas. 
This is just one of the ways in which we are going out to grab 
the market - with results that speak for themselves in the upsurge 
in visitors to the various tourist regions. 
This area with its distinctive scenery, historic heritage, and 
special flavour makes up one such region - and an increasingly 
popular one. 
And events such as this festival and the new Wine Bushing Festival 
provide an ideal focus for promoting the whole Southern Vales 
area. We can build on them to really get our story across. 
There's no reason why this event, in terms of Australian tourist 
promotion, should not be as significant and popular as the Cherry 
Blossom Festival of Japan. 
Certainly I see this Festival as an essential part of our total 
marketing strategy in welling South Australian holidays. 
The State Government is anxious to give you all the help it can 
in further developing Festivals such as this. 
They are great money spinners for the areas which organise them 
and they provide local people with a lot of fun as well - and that's 
a combination I find irresistible. 
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I have much pleasure in formally declaring the 1974 Almond 
Blossom Festival open. 
Thank You. 
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